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ELA  ELA  
Today we are going to read a news article about the coronavirus 

and identify the central idea and key details of a text.
Directions: Let’s get prepared for the lesson. Get out your ELA Journal   

and copy this definition. 
Central idea-is the central, unifying element of the story, 

which ties together all of the other elements of fiction used 
by the author to tell the story.
Key Details-a word or phrase that helps the reader make 

sense of what they are reading.

Click each title below to watch a quick 
review video if you need to. 

BrainPop Jr.: Central Idea
Flocabulary: Simple and Compound Sentences



1. ELA Journals
2. eLearning Day Five 

PowerPoint

Standard(s)

Materials and 
Resources:

5.RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text to analyze meaning in 
and beyond the text

5.RI.6.1 Summarize a text with two or more central ideas; cite 
key supporting details.

Standard 4: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing and 
speaking.

1. Interactive Read Along
2. Independent Reading
3. Independent Reading 

Response

Activities:

I Can…

• I can identify the 
central idea and key 
details of a text



World War I & The Great Depression - The Great Depression

man in front of vacant store during the Great Depression



VOCABULARY

TERM DEFINITION

Income
money you get from work that you do or property that you own. Rent 
from the apartments provides income to the owner of the 
building. That lawyer has a high income.



After World War I, in the 1920s, the United States economy was booming. The nickname for the 1920s is the 
“Roaring Twenties” because wealth seemed to be everywhere. The wealth was really just an illusion.

Black Tuesday
On October 29, 1929, the United States stock market crashed. The prices of companies on the stock market 
had skyrocketed to unrealistic amounts. Companies just weren’t worth that much. When people wanted to 
get their money out of the stock market, the companies had nothing to give them. Money no longer had the 
same value. People that had once been working class citizens were now poor. Soon, many people lost their 
jobs. The day became known as Black Tuesday. It was the first day of the Great Depression.

Scarcity
To most Americans, the Great Depression was a time of scarcity. All of a sudden, the economic boom of the 
1920s ended. In 1929, all of this wealth collapsed and people had trouble finding work and even finding 
food. Banks had to close because they just did not have enough money to give people. When banks closed, 
several people lost their entire life savings. By 1932, one out of every four Americans was unemployed. By 
1933, the money value of the New York Stock Exchange was only one fifth of what it had been in 1929. The 
United States did not fully recover from the Great Depression until the beginning of World War II.



Franklin D. Roosevelt

In 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt ran against Herbert Hoover, the president of the United States. Franklin 
remained determined, realistic, and optimistic. In his campaign speeches around the country, he promised to 
use all of the government’s power to draw the country out of the depression. Roosevelt received 22,800,000 

votes to Hoover's 15,700,000.
Roosevelt promised to put people back to work. People wanted jobs and he promised to supply them. His plan 
was called the New Deal. He was going to use the government’s money to make jobs for people. For example, 

he hired photographers to capture images of people around the country in their daily life. First of all, their 
photographs would become part of a national archive, or library, of photographs. Secondly, the photographers 
now had a job and an income. The government would pay the photographers and then they would spend their 

money. They could buy food and clothing. Money would keep changing hands. If the photographers bought 
something at a store, then the storekeeper would now have some money to spend. Roosevelt hoped to spark 

the economy by giving people money to spend. He started many new government programs to put people 
back in jobs and to give them a way to provide food, housing, and clothing for themselves and their families.



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

Comprehension Questions
1. The Great Depression started when
A. Roosevelt won the election over Hoover.
B. World War I ended.
C. World War II began.
D. the stock market crashed.

2. Why does the author describe the government hiring photographers?
A. as an example of the booming economy of the 1920s
B. as an example of a New Deal program
C. as an example of why banks ran out of money
D. as an example of spending that caused the depression



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

3. Based on the passage, the biggest issue for voters in 1932 was probably
A. how each candidate would try to avoid World War II.
B. whether Hoover had the experience necessary to be president.
C. the candidates' plans for ending the Great Depression.
D. whether or not to continue the New Deal programs.

4. Read the following sentences: "The prices of companies on the stock market had
skyrocketed to unrealistic amounts. Companies just weren't worth that much."
The word skyrocketed means
A. traveled internationally
B. crashed on the ground
C. suddenly increased a lot
D. moved in a straight line



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

5. This passage is mostly about
A. the causes, effects, and solutions of the Great Depression.
B. how people lived during the economic boom of the 1920s.
C. the lessons we can learn from the stock market crash.
D. how the stock market works in the United States of America.

6. Identify three ways that life was difficult during the Great Depression.
1) 
2)
3) 



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

7. Based on the passage, explain why unemployed people not having money to spend
would affect other people who were employed.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the answer that best completes the 
sentence.

The Great Depression was difficult, __________ for people who were already poor.
A. especially
B. only
C. somewhat
D. while
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ELA  ELA  
Choose One:

If you have access to a computer, go on Lexia or Raz-Kids.

For students who want to do extra work, read a story on EPIC, BookFlix, or Raz-Kids, NewsEla, or 
Readworks.org. 

OR

Read a book with your parent, grandparent, brother, sister, or friend. 

For questions about this lesson, email Dr. Betts at mbetts-field@richlandone.org

ACTIVITIES


